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Selectmen’s News   
 

Tumbledown Farm Folk Concerts.  The Selectmen are 
working with legal counsel to resolve the status of the Tumbledown 
Farm Folk Concerts.  The original special events permits were for a 
limited, winter series only.  The State has passed a new definition of 
“Agritourism” and it is not yet certain whether the use of the barn for 
concerts with dinner using farm produce would fall under this 
definition.  At present there is no commercial zone in Brookfield that 
would allow the series to proceed on a regular year-round schedule.  
Stay tuned…  
 
 The 212th Town Meeting was held March 13, with 73 
voters (15% of registered voters) attending. A lively discussion 
followed Andy Tapper’s introduction of Warrant Article 2, “To see 
if the Town will go on record in support of effective actions by 
the President and the Congress to address the issue of climate 
change which is increasingly harmful to the environment and the 
economy of New Hampshire and to the future well being of the 
people of Brookfield.”  Speakers pro and con presented facts and 
projections reflecting the current national debate on global warming 
and climate change.  The article passed by a vote of 40 to 27.  It 
should be noted that many other New Hampshire towns passed 
similar warrant articles.   
 

A Town Salt Barn capital reserve fund of $20,000 was 
established with the goal of building a salt barn in three years.  
Following discussion of the Selectmen’s plans, $5000 was approp- 
riated from capital reserve for repair of the Sanborn Road bridge.   
 

Daniel O’Neill introduced a surprise amendment to 
Warrant Article 11 to increase the final budget figure by $9000 for 
the purpose of increasing the selectmen’s salaries from $2000 to 
$5000 each.  It passed overwhelmingly.  Outside auditing expenses 
were reduced by $3300.  The final budget approved was $622,001 
plus warrant articles.. 

 
Town Voters Decrease.  The total number of voters in 

town is now 475, a decrease of 13 from last year.  The decrease was 
due in part to purging from the voter checklist of persons who have 
moved away or died.  Of the 475 current voters, 158 voted in the 
non-partisan March 13th election, a turnout of 33% compared to last 
year’s turnout of 47%.  See the updated Brookfield Directory below 
for the current town officials. 

 
Brookfield web site!  Jim Murfey has created a web site for 

the Town of Brookfield.  Check it out at www.brookfieldnh.org and 
you will see what a handsome and useful site it is.  Town officials 
may use it to provide information to the public on Town affairs.  
Contact Jim to place notices on the site at jim@murfey.net. 

 
Governor Wentworth Regional School District Space Needs 

Under Study.  Chairman Ernie Brown reports that the Building and 
Space Needs Committee is working to reduce the current 19 building 
options to a more manageable number. Options must meet the middle 
school, high school, and vocational center needs through the year 
2020. The final proposals must do so cost-effectively, and the 
sequencing of building projects must be minimally disruptive to the 
education environment.  Proposals will go to the full school board, 
the administrative team, and the District’s selectmen for input before 
being presented to the public.�����������	����
�������ttend school 
board meetings, follow this issue on community television, or read your 
local newspapers for future developments. 
 
Boards and Commissions News 
 
 Planning Board. The Planning Board has sent out a survey 
to all Brookfield voters to find out their opinion on establishing a 
commercial zone, allowing duplex (two family) housing on a single 
lot, changing the minimum 2-acre lot size, permitting Elderly 
Housing or life care subdivisions, permitting open space 
subdivisions, and providing public access to Kingswood Lake.  
Changes of these kinds would constitute major departures from our 
2006 Master Plan and could change the character of Brookfield.  It is 
important that you return your survey forms to the Town Office 
Building by June 5, 2007.  The Board needs to know how the public 
feels about these matters before making any proposals.   

  
Conservation Commission.  Judy Moore again chaired the   

Town Cleanup Day May 5.  Turnout was disappointing.  Was it the 
good weather?  Where were our families who participated so 
enthusiastically in the past?  Are our roadsides litter-free? 

The Commission has prepared a map showing all land 
parcels in Brookfield preserved by conservation or State ownership, 
and all parcels listed in current use.  The Assessor Clerk supplied the 
data.  Results show that 25% of the Town land area is in 
Conservation or Government ownership and 51% is in Current Use. 
This indicates that 76% of the land parcels in town are presently 
under some category of protection from immediate development. 

The Commission is now embarking on a project to 
inventory and identify “all natural and cultural resources” in town.  
This information can in turn be used for future planning and 
conservation purposes.  This inventory will be available for 
examination by the public when completed. 

The Commission meets at 4:00 PM the first Wednesday of 
each month at the Town Offices and welcomes public attendance. 

 
Brookfield Craft Fair will be held on Saturday, December 

1st.  This is a change from previous years when the Fair was held in 
November.  The Fair is noted for the high quality of its craft 



offerings.  The co-chairmen again are Judy Brenner and Claire 
Donahue.  Call Judy at 522-3704 to reserve a table.  Proceeds from 
table rents and raffle go to the Scholastic Recognition Award Fund. 

 
The tenth Scholastic Recognition Award will be given 

Thursday, June 7th to the graduating senior from Brookfield with 
the highest four-year grade-point average.  Contributions and 
memorial donations to Brookfield’s Scholastic Recognition Award 
Fund are deductible from Federal income taxes for those who itemize 
deductions.  Call Tom Lavender for information at 522-6108. 

 
Art In The Barn will be held at Tumbledown Farm on July 

28, 4:30 to 7:30 PM.  Brookfield and other local artists will display 
their work, a raffle will take place, and hors d’oeuvres and wine will 
be served.  Friends of the Library sponsor the event to benefit our 
Gafney Library.  Tickets are $12 in advance or $15 at the door. 

 
Reminders 
  

DO NOT FEED THE BEARS!  Take in those bird 
feeders at night!  Purposeful feeding can result in bears getting 
accustomed to humans, which may cause a variety of conflicts 
with humans.  The end result may need to be the removal (often 
with lethal consequences) of the offending bear.   
 You are reminded that injury or destruction of any 
cemetery or burial ground including monuments, tombs, fences, 
gates and other structures is a felony.  RSA 635.6  

Aluminum cans, rinsed, may be deposited in the collection  
trailer at the rear of the Town House.  Mr. DeLisle donates half of  
the proceeds to the Scholastic Recognition Award Fund 

Intent to Cut and Intent to Excavate forms must be 
signed by the Selectmen and filed with the Town Assessor before 
work begins.  Town Driveway Permits are mandatory when putting  

in driveways accessing town roads.  Permits may be obtained from 
the Code Enforcement Officer.  State permits are required for 
driveways accessing state roads. 

Severe Emergencies.  In case of extended power outages or 
other emergencies, the Town House will be open to provide water, 
cooking facilities, and shelter to residents in need.  Emergency care 
files update.  Please notify the Wakefield Town Hall or Police 
Department of anyone who is on a life support ventilator, uses an 
oxygen system or any other type of life support that runs on 
electricity, is bedridden and would need to be moved in the event of 
power failure, or lives alone and may need to be checked on in the 
event of power failure. 

Dog licenses should have been renewed by April 30.  
Dump Permits are good until January 31, 2008.  See the Town 
Clerk for more information.  Contact the Supervisors of the Checklist 
or the Town Clerk for Voter Registration.  Notify our Fire Warden, 
Doug Vanderpool, 522-8432 of all open burning you plan.  Check 
town notice boards at the Town House and Stoneham Corners for 
official notices of hearings, meetings, and other events. 

Food Pantry is open Wednesdays, 8 AM to 10 AM and 4 
PM to 6 PM at 138 Meadow Street, Sanbornville.  Call 522-3094. 

 “Good Morning, Seniors.”  Seniors or shut-ins who want 
to take part may call the Wakefield Police Department daily to let 
them know they are all right.  Call Earleen DiPrizio at 522-3232. 

Fall hunting season.  Wear blaze orange for visibility in 
woods.  For update on hunting seasons, check the web at 
www.wildlife.state.nh.us or call 1-800-344-4262.  No open season 
for bobcat.  No closed season for coyote (day only), skunk, 
porcupine, weasel, wild boar, or woodchuck.   

    The Community Affairs Committee, Town of Brookfield, NH, 
publishes Town of Brookfield, NH Newsletter in May and November.   
Martha Pike, Editor, P. O.  Box 800, Brookfield, NH 03872-0800. 

 
Brookfield Directory 

Emergencies:  Call 911 
 
Selectmen:  William Nelson, Chair; 522-5279; Ernest Brown, Vice Chair, 522-
8338; Clifton Camp, 522-6077; Admin. Assistant: Lynn Watts, 473-8939 
Tax Collector:  Diana Peckham, 522-6551; Deputy: Jennifer Sonricker 522-8795 
Town Clerk:  Virginia McGinley, 522-3688 or 522-3231; Deputy: Jennifer 
Sonricker, 522-8795 
Treasurer:  Daniel O’Neill, 522-6756 
Animal Control Officer:  Henry Blanton, 473-2826 
Archivist:  Craig Evans, 522-5069 
Assessor Clerk:  Pamela Frazier, 522-0031 
Auditors:  Stephen Berry, 522-6541; Leonard Abrahamson, 522-6370 
Brookfield Bloomers: Judy Sjostrom, 522-8513 
Cemetery Trustees: Thomas Lavender, 522-6108; Marilyn Bushman, 522-5099; 
Doreen Kinville, 522-3487 
Civil Defense Director:  Bradford Williamson, 522-0115 
Code Enforcement Officer/Bldg Inspector:  Edward Nason, 522-6464 
Community Affairs Comm. Virginia McGinley, 522-3231; Martha Pike, 522-9036  
Conservation Commission:  Richard Peckham, Chair, 522-6551; Sherry Bryant, 
Vice Chair; Lynn Kirby, Jennifer McKown, Douglas Vanderpool; Selectmen’s 
Representative: William Nelson; Alternates: Marilyn Bushman, Sang Curtis, 
Robert McKown, John Nelson  
Food Pantry: 522-3094 
Fire Chief:  Todd Nason, 522-3315 or 911 
Forest Fire Warden:  Douglas Vanderpool, 522-8432 
Gafney Library:  522-3401 
Health Officer:  Dr. William Marsh, 569-6382                                                                                                             
Library Directors at Large:  Thomas Lavender, 522-6108; Jim Murfey, 522-6474 
 
 

 
 
Moderator:  Richard Peckham 522-6551; Assistant. Moderators: George Blomster, 
Harlan Tozier 
NH Fish and Game Region 2:  744-5470 
Planning Board: Anne Martin, Chair, 522-3969; Ed Nason, Vice Chair, 522-
6464; Dulcie Lavender, Michael McLaughlin, Janet Murfey, Richard Peckham,  
Selectman’s Representative: Clifton Camp; Alternate: Charlotte Coleman; 
Secretary: Jennifer Sonricker 522-8795 
Police Chief:  Timothy Merrill 522-3232; State Police Communications:  
(24 hours) 1-800-832-2100 
Road Agent:  Edward Nason, 522-6464 
School Board Members:  Ernest Brown 522-8338, Nancy Jacobsen 522-6503  
Stafford Region Planning Commission: Anne Martin, 522-3969; Frank Frazier 
522-0031 
Superintendent of Schools: Jack Robertson 569-1658 
Supervisors of Check List:  Adeline Russo, Chair, 522-3458; Carol Leary; Cheryl 
Perry, 522-8663 
Timber, Gravel, and Wetlands Monitor: Edward Nason, 522-6464 
Town Attorney:  Mitchell & Bates 
Town Office Building:  522-3688; fax, 522-6245 
Trustees of Trust Funds:  Martha Pike, Chair, 522-9036; Thomas Lavender 522-
6108; Christopher Pinkham 522-9925 
VNA - Hospice:  569-2729 
W-B Historical Society: Patricia Golden, 522-6751 
Welfare Overseer: Lynn Watts, 473-8939 
Zoning Board of Adjustment: James Martin, Chair, 522-3969, Jay Badger, Craig 
Evans, Thomas Lavender, Paul Tremblay; Selectmen’s Representative: Ernest 
Brown; Alternate: Sam English, David Dansereau; Secretary: Jennifer Sonricker 
522-8795
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School Board Meetings are held on Mondays.  Call 569-1658 or check www.govwentworth.k12.nh.us for dates and locations. 
Wakefield Arts Council meets the first Wednesday of each month from 5 PM – 6 PM at the Gafney Library. 
Union Coffee House, Greater Wakefield Resource Center, 4th Friday of each month at 7:30 PM  
Senior Meals, Greater Wakefield Resource Center, Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays at 12 Noon 
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