
Town of Brookfield
Cemetery Trustees

Minutes – February 20, 2014

Attendance:  Craig Evans Judy Lewis, John Nelson,  Bill Nelson, Selectman Rep., 
                        substituting for Rich Zacher

1. Minutes of December 19, 2013 were accepted as accurate by John and Craig;

Judy Lewis was introduced as the new trustee appointed by the Selectmen to fill out the
remainder of Marilyn Bushman’s term.

2. Review of current cemetery policy – further discussion regarding residency 
requirement.
ACTION:   John will call one of the Wakefield Trustees to get a copy of their residency
definition.

3. Discussion regarding restricting further burials in the current cemetery to cremains 
only.  Judy raised the interesting question as to whether we can legally make such a 
restriction, given the requirement to provide burial space.
ACTION:  Craig to check with Local Government Center regarding legal issue. 
Consult town attorney if necessary.

4. Discussion about restricting size and types of grave markers in current cemetery.
Discussion postponed till the next meeting.  Craig will distribute the printed material he
has regarding this matter.

5. Review of entrusted graveyards – Craig distributed copies of the 2013 year end report 
from the soon to be published Town Annual Report.  A few minutes were taken to view 
the current financial status for each of the trust funds.

6. Discusssion with Selectman Rep regarding status of land acquisition for new cemetery:
Bill indicated that town attorney was meeting with land owners of the property taken by
tax deed this past year to discuss possibility of new cemetery.  In the meantime, the 
trustees are encouraged to continue to identify property within the town that might be 
used for new cemetery.  Identified four landowners with possible sites for new 
cemetery.
ACTION:  Craig to pursue discussions with landowners to determine possibility  of 
each site.



7. Review of 1994 graveyard map – Craig recently found this plat sized map from 1994 in
the materials used by Carolyn Chase in writing the town history.  He made copies for 
each member and Selectman rep. he also distributed a proposed database to be used to 
add map and lot and current owner for every burial ground.  To be discussed and acted 
upon at the next meeting.

8. Discussion regarding the three recent private burial locations – each was identified: 
Gosselin property on Tibbett’s Hill; Currie DeBow’s Property; and the graveyard of 
Divine Mercy on Brunetti’s property.  Judy pointed out the RSA requirement for 
reference in future deeds indicating the location of the non-designated graveyard.
Brief discussion about notifying property owners of the appropriate RSA.

Meeting closed.

Respectfully submitted,

Craig F. Evans


